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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 23614 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: UK, CT, PINS, US 

SUBJECT: RELEASE OF WESTERN JOURNALIST 

REF: BANGUI 1737 

1 . WE HAVE RECEIVED INDIRECTLY FROM AP HERE THE 
FOLLOWING FROM RELEASED JOURNALIST, MICHAEL GOLDSMITH. 

ACCORDING TO GOLDSMITH, WHEN ARRESTED, HE WAS TAKEN 
IMMEDIATELY TO THE PALACE WHERE EMPEROR BOKASSA AND HIS 
GUARDS BEAT HIM UNTIL HE LOST CONSCIOUSNESS. HE WAS 
TAKEN TO SMALL CELL IN THE CENTRAL PRISON WHERE HE HAD 
CHAINS ON WRISTS AND ANKLES AND WAS FED A MEAGER DIET 
OF AFRICAN FOOD. HE WAS GIVEN NO MEDICAL TREATMENT EVEN 
THOUGH HIS WOUNDS FESTERED. AFTER SIX DAYS HE WAS TAKEN 
TO A BETTER CELL WHERE HE GOT BETTER FOOD, AND THE 
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EMPEROR'S MEDICAL ORDERLY (NOT A DOCTOR) STITCHED THE 
GASH ON HIS FOREHEAD AND TREATED HIS OTHER WOUNDS. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 1 1 HE WAS TAKEN TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
WHERE HE MET THE ENVOY SENT BY BONGO; ON FRIDAY HE WAS 
TAKEN TO THE HOTEL WHERE HE WAS KEPT UNDER GUARD. ON 
SATURDAY HE WAS TAKEN TO THE PALACE WHERE HE WAS 
INTERROGATED BY THE EMPEROR AND OTHERS FOR THREE HOURS; 
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BOKASSA WAS ALTERNATELY FRIENDLY AND THREATENING. 

GOLDSMITH FOUND THAT THE SCRIBES OCCASIONALLY WROTE DOWN 
QUITE DIFFERENT ANSWERS FROM THOSE HE HAD GIVEN. HE 
WAS FINALLY MADE TO SIGN A DOCUMENT UNDER THREAT OF 
BEING RETURNED TO PRISON. 

2. IN ADDITION TO THE GASH ON HIS FOREHEAD, GOLDSMITH 
IS COMPLAINING ABOUT HIS WRIST AND KIDNEY PAINS. AP 
REPRESENTATIVE IN LONDON SAID THAT HE HAD NOT ONLY LOST 
A GOOD DEAL OF WEIGHT, BUT HE APPEARED VERY PALE AND 
MENTALLY CONFUSED. HE WILL BE SEEING A DOCTOR THIS 
MORNING (AUGUST 16) AND FLYING TO NEW YORK IN THE 
AFTERNOON. AP HERE BELIEVES HE WISHES TO TALK WITH 
AP HEAD OFFICE IN NEW YORK PERHAPS ABOUT THE DOCUMENTS 
HE HAS SIGNED, BUT IS NOT FULLY AWARE OF HIS INTENTIONS. 

HARTMAN 
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